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4.7.4 Visually inspect poly-tanks that are in service annually and remove from service those that do not pass 

inspection.   
 

Inspect for holes, leaks, excessive wear or deformation, and dents that could compromise the integrity of 
the poly-tank.  Inspect the imprinted markings on the side of the neck of the poly-tank.  The year the poly-
tank was manufactured will be identified.  Remove from service any poly-tanks older than 10 years. 
 
Poly-tanks passing inspection must be labeled with the “drum” inspection label.  These blank labels are 
available from the ATA Environmental Branch (see ANNEX B).  The label will show the month and 
calendar year (e.g., March 2010).  Existence of the label provides documentary evidence of the regulatory 
inspection.  Poly-tanks in service with no inspection label, or a label showing more than 12 months since 
the previous inspection, will be out-of-compliance with this standard.  

 
4.7.5 Drums and poly-tanks must be visually inspected prior to being placed in service and each time they are 

reused.  Leaking or defective drums should be marked accordingly or moved immediately to Salvage.   
 
4.7.6 Drums and poly-tanks stored in infrequently visited areas should be checked for leaks on a monthly basis 

unless they are empty.   Those found leaking should be replaced immediately.  [SHE Standard E17, Oil & 
Hazardous Substances Spill Response, requires leaking containers to be reported to the Ops Center 
immediately.] 

 
4.7.7 Drums and poly-tanks are to be labeled with the “drum” inspection label available from the ATA 

Environmental Branch when first placed in service (see ANNEX B).   
 
4.7.8 Drums and poly-tanks must have a label showing contents except when empty.  The label must identify 

contents, and if waste, the name and organization of the waste generator (see SHE Standard E18).  Drums 
containing product need only be labeled with the vendor label.  If the vendor label is illegible, use a 
Chemical Hazard Alert label (Form GC-1514).  Poly-tanks must follow the same labeling requirements as 
drums.   

 
 
  

2010

EXAMPLE 
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4.8 Vehicle Drivers, Mobile Equipment Operators, Portable Equipment Operators,  
and Portable Tank Owners 

 
4.8.1 Regardless of protection provided by secondary containment or skimming pond structures, do not permit 

unattended filling operations anywhere on Arnold AFB unless automatic level detection and shut-off are 
provided.  This ban includes vehicle and mobile equipment fueling operations.  Even if automatic level 
detection and shut-off are provided, filling must be monitored, but monitoring may be done from a control 
room or other remote location. 

 
4.8.2 Filling or refueling operations conducted outside the main industrial area, that is protected by the 

designated secondary containments, shall only be conducted over temporary secondary containment 
basins/devices.  These basins/devices must be capable of containing 110 percent of the contents of the tank 
being filled or the supply tank, whichever is greater.  Plastic drip trays or inflatable basins are acceptable.   

 
4.9 Logistics Support/Procurement Offices 
 
4.9.1 Maintain supply of new drums meeting specifications identified in paragraph 4.9.2. 
 
4.9.2 The specifications of yellow “Used Oil” drums shall be as follows: 
 

Drum, steel, 55 gallon or 210 liter, reusable, with 2 bung openings (2 inches and ¾-inch diameter), painted 
yellow and stenciled with red 1¾-inch lettering: **FOR USED OIL ONLY - NOT FOR HAZARDOUS 
WASTE.**   
 
DOT specifications:  UN 1A1 Y1.8/300 (New drums or reconditioned drums are acceptable.) 
 
NOTE: This specification is the same as what has been used for the past several years.  Except for color, 
stenciling, and reconditioning acceptability, this is the same specification used for drums that AEDC 
purchases for shipping hazardous waste.  Following sample analysis, used oil must occasionally be 
reclassified to hazardous waste.  Using drums that are acceptable for shipping hazardous waste eliminates 
the need to transfer the contents from the yellow drums if the used oil turns out to be hazardous waste.  
These specifications are more stringent than those identified in paragraph 4.7.3.  Specifications identified in 
paragraph 4.7.3 were selected to be consistent with drums of oil or fuel being shipped to AEDC. 

 
5.0 REFERENCES 
 
ANNEX A – AEDC Industrial Area Site Drainage Plan 
ANNEX B – Points of Contact 
 
33 CFR 329, Definition of Navigable Waters of the United States 
40 CFR 112, Oil Pollution Prevention 
49 CFR 178, Specifications for Packagings 
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation Rules, Chapter 1200-4-8 
 
 
AEDC SHE Standards 
E9, Waste Water Discharge Management 
E17, Oil & Hazardous Substances Spill Response 
E18, Managing Wastes Containing Chemical or Petroleum Products 
 
AEDC Spill Prevention Controls and Countermeasures Plan 
Arnold Air Force Base Oil Spill Facility Response Plan 
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ANNEX B – Points of Contact 
 

 

Functional Area Purpose POC(s)  Phone Ext. 
     (454-) 

ATA Environmental Branch Engineer to certify the Arnold AFB SPCC Plan Hunter Beavers 6360 
    
ATA Environmental Branch Whenever a tank is: 

• Taken out of service permanently; or 
• A new tank is installed; or 
• Significant modifications are made 

Kraig Smith 4284 

    
ATA Environmental HWOG Interpretation of drum markings Ben Partin 

Jim Hicks 
3521 
3628 

    
ATA Environmental Branch Provide drum inspection labels Christina Norman  7383 
    
ATA Environmental Branch Approval of administrative controls used to 

satisfy overfill protection requirements 
Hunter Beavers 6360 

    
ATA Environmental Branch Provide integrity testing guidance Kraig Smith 4284 
 
 
 


